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Kateryna Yushchenko was born in

Chyhyryn in Central Ukraine in 1919.

She began her studies at Kyiv State
University, but after her father was
denounced as a ‘Ukrainian national-
ist' and ‘enemy of the people’ during
the Stalinist purges resulting in

the arrests of both her parents, the
young Kateryna was Kicked out of
university, and she ended up trans-
ferring to the Uzbek State University
in Samarkand. In 1943 she was told
toreport to duty as a maths and
‘physics teacher at an elementary
-school in Tashkent. After the libera-
tion of Ukraine from the Nazis, she

Kateryna Yushchenko

Coding pioneer and a creator of one of the
world’s first high-level computer programming

was able to get a job as a teacher in
Stryi, a small town south of Lviv in
Western Ukraine. She taught maths
and physics there from 1945 to 1046,
but what she really wanted to do was
to continue her scientific research.
She visited the newly opened branch
of the Institute of Mathematics at
the Ukrainian Academy of Scienc-

es in Lviv, and was immediately
invited to join the group working on
probability theory.

In1951 this research group, along
with the whole Ukrainian Institute
of Mathematics, were transferred
from Lviv to Kyiv. This was very
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programming language to speed up
the programming.

In 1955, Kateryna finished de-
veloping her Address Programming
Language. It preceded such well-
known address programming lan-
guages as FORTRAN (1958), COBOL
(1959) and ALCOL (1960). Her lan-
guage was used in all first-genera-
tion Soviet computers, including the
MESM, the BESM and the Dnieper
for the next 20 years.



